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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, Applicants respectfully direct the Examiner's 
attention to the documents listed below and on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. Copies of 
these U.S. patent documents are not enclosed, pursuant to the revised rules at 1276 O.G. 
55. 



U.S. Patent 
U.S. Patent 
U.S. Patent 
U.S. Patent 
U.S. Patent 
U.S. Patent 
U.S. Patent 



5,594,653 
5,800,081 
5,867,720 
5,872,635 
5,940,653 
6,021,284 
6,100,996 



The Examiner is urged to study this information in its entirety and to form 
an independent determination of the materiality of the information to the claimed 



invention. Additionally, the Examiner is requested to indicate that this information has 
been considered by initialling the appropriate portion of Form PTO-1449. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California, office by telephone at (714) 540-8700. All correspondence should be directed 
to our address given below. 

Respectfully submitted, 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 1011 2-2200 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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L . Yuichi Higuchi, et al. 


t 

if FILING DATE 

) August 12, 1997 


GROUP 

2624 


\ ~ U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 






5 594 653 


1/14/97 


Akivama. et al 


364 


468.24 








5 800 081 


9/1/98 


Teradaira. et al 


400 


74 








5,867,720 


2/2/99 


Hirano 


395 


750.06 








5,872,635 


2/16/99 


Akiyama 


358 


296 








5,940,653 


8/17/99 


Maekawa, et al 


399 


9 








6,021,284 


2/1/00 


Serizawa, et al 


399 


8 








6,100,996 


8/8/00 


Amano, et al 


358 


1.9 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 

YES/NO/ 
OR ABSTRACT 


















































































OTHER DOCUMENT(S)(/*c/i/ctfngy4i/ttof, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 


























EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of 
this form with next communication to applicant. 
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